
TEXAS CITY FOUHDEB'
BY A BLIND GENERAL
A. I?. Johnson Lost Sight in

' Civil War and Then Built
Marble Falls.

JtADE LIFE A SUCCESS

Jtearca six unnaren vvnora ne

~ Had Never Seen; at 88 Is
Still Energetic.

i Austin, Tex., Nov. 19..Blindness Is

3' serious impediment to most men, but
did not prevent Gen. A. R. Johnson

of Burnet, Tex., from accomplishing
Whatever purpose he had In mind.and
he has had many purposes. After he
hkd lost his sight the General built the

cfcjty of Marble Falls; made several trips
qaat to Interest capital and succeeded:
hjillt a water power plant, a schoolhbuse,a shoe factory, a cotton mill,
obtained a railroad for his town, fought
Indians and reared and educated six
children whom he never has seen. This
is. a record of which any man with two
good eyes would be proud.
Not only did Johnson refuse to let

blindness interfere with any of hi3
projects but he also took a prominent
part in Texas politics and civic work
after losing his sight. The General is
n0V' 8S years old and Is as enterprising
ft* pvpt cnnlnir thincm wiith Vila u'ppn
mind Instead of his eyes.
iGen. Johnson's record In the war

bgtween the States was as brilliant as
hto work after the conflict had closed.
He could see In the first years of the
v/kr. It was In the later part of the
fighting that he lost his Bight from explosionof a shell. He Is one of the
fw remaining Generals of the Confederacyand has been a resident of
Texas for more than sixty years.
When Gen. Johnson came to Texas

before the civil war.Kentucky being
his native State.he had charge of a
section of the Overland Mall route, one
ot the links in the Butterfleld mall
rdhte between New Tork and San FranV.cjmco. The Comanche Indians often att&sdcedand killed the station agentsandl in the fights with them Johnson
alwWys took a hand. Once he and a

fajvlothers were saved by Sull Rose and
humangers from the Indians and after
Robs became Governor of Texas he and
Johnson became warm personal friends.
f 'Before the war began the General
naa a contract xo secuonizo zats.uuu
acres for a railroad company along
the Pecos River, for which he was to
receive 200 sections, and la this work
he- had further narrow escapes from
Ihdians.
.When the war came he hurried to
Kentucky and Joined Oen. Forrest.
Johnson had two brothers in the Union
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army, and having been absent in Texas Ti
so lon.L- it was supposed his sentiments C.rv
were slm'iT and he obtained vnluablr for
information f " Forrest. It was at this I imr
time that John n earned the sobriquet ' bu
"Stove Pipe Johnson." I.earning that wit
there were 600 stands of guns at New- Boi
berg, Ind., he took but thirty men exc

across the Ohio River and found some the
broken down wagons and Joints of stove Let
pipe. Mounting the pipe on the wagon wif
wheels he was able to deceive the peo- fou
pie of Newberg into thinking that he on
had powerful cannon trained upon their sev

town, and when he demanded of the he
Federal officers that they surrender Fal
their supplies they did so promptly. fail
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he General loet his eyes In a fight at
ibba Cross Roads, Ky., and was left
dead upon the battlefield. His obitywas published all over the Pouth,
the Union soldiers picked him up

h other wounded and sent him to
iton Harbor prison. Later he was

hanged and spent the remainder of
war period filling cartridges. After

i surrendered Gen. Johnson and his
e returned to Texas, where he still
nd his old enemies, the Comanche*,
the warpath, and he accompanied
eral expeditions against them. Then
began hU plans to build Marble
Is, liking the location because of the
Is In the Colorado River at that point
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and the natural dam. Thus the "blind
man's town" with Its Ane water power
plant and factories became a reality
N'ot long after the water power plant
waa completed a flood In the Colorado
swept It away. It did not put a stop
to Gen. Johnson's efforts, for ha began
to rebuild Immediately. Kvery day
found him on the banks of the river
and he felt of the logs and rocks, felt
of the briek foundations and gave directionsto the workmen. It was after
this that the General erected his schoolhouse.shoo factory and cotton mill,
which have proved such successful businessventures that Marble Falls has becomea thriving, progressive city.
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Bronx
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239 Central Ave., Newark, N. J.

donald McGregor sales
CO.,
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Newark, N. J.
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1846 Boulevard, Jersey City, N.J.
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2315 Hudson Ave., Jersey City,
N.J.

FRANZ & LAUFFER, Inc.
299 So. Broadway, Yonkers, N. Y
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